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dispute
resolution?

Dispute resolution is a term used to describe non-court-based
ways of resolving disagreements. It is also known as NCDR or
non-court dispute resolution.

The process allows parties the opportunity and reassurance of
taking control and resolving their dispute within timescales which
work for their needs.

Coram Chambers has a dedicated team of expert barristers and
judges sitting in retirement offering a full range of non-court
dispute resolution methods; these include Mediation, Private
FDR, Early Neutral Evaluation and Arbitration. Any one of these
methods can save parties time and money.

We have state-of-the-art facilities and an award-winning
standard of service provided by both our members and our
dedicated team of clerks, who are happy to assist with any queries.

For more information on the different forms of DR we offer,
please follow the links in the Content section on the next page.
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Private Financial Dispute Resolution

/ Early Neutral Evaluation (ENE)

The Financial Dispute Resolution (FDR) appointment is a key hearing
within financial proceedings, where the appointed Judge will provide
the parties with a neutral evaluation on the likely outcome of the case
should the parties proceed to final hearing.

The benefits of Private Financial
Dispute Resolution

Private FDRs have a high success rate and matters usually settle
at the hearing, or shortly after, based on the Judge’s indication.
Due to increasing pressure on the family justice system and court
service in general, parties can face significant delays in having
their case heard in court. This is often due to the limited number
available of specialist Judges to hear these cases and congested
court lists.

A Private FDR is a way to combat delay and it provides a bespoke,
polished and efficient service to clients.

“Coram Chambers
Is a specialist
family set of high
quality advocates”

Legal500, 2026

Some of the advantages of a
Private FDR include:

» The ability to select the ‘Judge’; one who is an expert in
handling complex legal and factual issues and emotionally |
complex matters.

« Afull dayis available (or multiple days where appropriate) for
the Private FDR hearing to take place, including time for
discussions and negotiations, in contrast to the 90 minutes slot
in the judge’s list often allocated by the courts.

» The dedicated Judge’ has time in advance of the session to fully
read all the papers and to prepare thoroughly and is available to
assist the parties throughout the day and can help with drafting
if required.

« Without any delay in their timetable for resolution the parties
can each hear from an independent expert on what the
probable outcome of their case would be at final hearing..

» APrivate FDR can be arranged at any stage including prior to
court proceedings being issued, whereas court-based FDRs can
only take place at their appointed stage within proceedings.

» The Private FDR can be arranged with a greater degree of
flexibility to suit the parties’ needs. It can be done remotely,
by video conferencing, which allows for private breakout
rooms. If conducted ‘face to face’, our venue can offer
guaranteed privacy, comfortable conference facilities and
refreshments making it a less formal process, creating a less
stressful environment.
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The Private FDR team at Coram comprises financial remedies specialists,
with some members also sitting as part-time Judges and/or Arbitrators
and some judges who offer this service sitting in retirement.

Here at Coram Chambers, we have a dedicated team of experts who can
conduct Private FDRs at all levels; not just for High Net Worth clients
and ‘big money’ cases.
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Private FDR

Evaluator fees

The table below sets out the standard rates of our adjudicators
for conducting a Private FDR hearing, with a time estimate of one
day, which includes all reading time (a bundle of up to 350 pages)
and preparation.

If you would like to discuss a case which you believe falls outside
of the ‘standard’ range, our Senior Clerk, Sean Gentleman, or one
of our Senior Practice Managers, Harry Butcher or Joe Bernard,
would be happy to do so.

Barrister Fee (£)

Michael Horton KC £6,000 + VAT

Sir Roderick Newton* £4,000 + VAT

HH Philip Waller CBE* £4,000 + VAT
HH Jonathan Furness KC* £4 000 + VAT
Jacqueline Marks £4,000 + VAT
Sophie Hill £4,000 + VAT
Greg Williams £3,000 + VAT
Sarah Tyler £3,000 + VAT
Matthew Richardson £3,000 + VAT

Matthew Shaw £3,000 + VAT
Adrian Barnett-Thoung-Holland £3,000 + VAT
Alexander Laing £3,000 + VAT
Rachel Cooper £2,500 + VAT

*Door Tenant
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Arbiio

Family Arbitration - both financial and in respect of children - is another form

of Dispute Resolution offered at Coram.

The need to pay for the Arbitrator might suggest it is more expensive than a
court process, but the swift timescale in which the case can be heard and the
fact (and peace of mind) that there is no risk that the hearing will not go ahead
at the last minute due to judicial unavailability, means that there is often an

overall saving on costs.

Arbitration is an attractive alternative to
the traditional court route:

“The calibre of barristers
at Coram Chambers is
very good in all aspects of
the services they provide.
Their knowledge of all
applicable law and their

technical ability impress.”

+ You can select who decides your dispute and pick your own

Arbitrator. Alternatively, you can ask for one to be chosen for
you from a shortlist by the Institute of Family Arbitrators.

+ The procedure can be flexible to suit your needs and

circumstances - you might want a written determination on
the papers, a determination on one issue only, or a full hearing
with evidence as in court.

* You can choose when the hearing will take place and the location.

« Speed - you don’t have to wait until the court finds you a date,

subject to your chosen Arbitrator’s availability the timetable is in
the parties’ hands.

 Privacy - Arbitration is completely confidential and there is no

Chambers & Partners 2026

right for the media to be present.

Our members are able to conduct Arbitrations in both financial

and children cases and all are members of the Institute of Family

Law Arbitrators.
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. Shiva Ancliffe KC Elizabeth Isaacs KC
Children Call 19911 Silk 2021 Call 1998 | Silk 2013

Arbitrators

Anna Walsh Anarkali Musgrave Matthew Richardson
. Call2013 Call 2009 Call 2009
. . Michael Horton KC Matthew Richardson
Financial Call 1993 Silk 2021 Call 2009

Arbitrators

Arbitrator rates

The Arbitration rates below assume that the Arbitrator will read a
bundle (of up to 350 pages) and will deliver a written Award and that
the hearing is a full day. For multi-day Arbitrations or Arbitrations in
writing please contact the clerks for further assistance.

Barrister Fee (£)

Michael Horton KC (Finance, Schedule 1 & TOLATA) £7,000 + VAT

Shiva Ancliffe KC (Children) £6,000 + VAT

Elizabeth Isaacs KC* (Children) £10,000 + VAT

Anarkali Musgrave (Children) £3,500 + VAT

Anna Walsh (Children) £3,500 + VAT

Matthew Richardson (Children, Finance & TOLATA) £3,500 + VAT
*Door Tenant

Ifyou have any queries or would like any further information please do not hesitate to contact our
Senior Clerk, Sean Gentleman, or one of our Senior Practice Managers Harry Butcher or Joe Bernard
who would be happy to discuss matters.
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Mediation

Flexible joint mediation meetings

What is mediation?

Mediation is a structured way for parties to have a facilitated
conversation to resolve children or financial disputes with the
help of an impartial mediator without the stress and delay of a
court process.

Courts expect parties to actively engage in mediation to resolve
their differences before embarking on a court-based application.

Key benefits of mediation

Mediation is much less attritional than going to court, and it can
help to maintain communication and supportive relationships.

It is a private and confidential process and enables discussion
without concern that anything said can be later used in court.

Our mediation process

Coram can offer an impartial mediator who will facilitate a
discussion to enable the participants to find their own outcome,
rather than one imposed on them by a court.

Usually, each participant will have an individual confidential
discussion with the mediator at the start of the process to discuss
desired outcomes and to check the suitability of the process.

The process for the joint mediation meetings can be flexible in
terms of timing and location.

Often a series of short meetings (90 mins) is arranged or, if more
suitable, a half day or a full day. This may be with just the mediator
or, if the participants agree, their solicitors/counsel may be
present to offer advice and support.

We can also offer a process where the mediator can “shuttle”
between the participants to enable them to feel comfortable
engaging in the discussion.

From mediation to Court Order

Where mediation leads to an agreement it can be converted into
a binding court order.

Expert family law mediators
All our mediators at Coram are experts in the field of family law.
They are either Resolution or CEDR trained.

We can also offer MIAMs to enable a court applicationto
commence.



Mediators

Michael Horton KC
Call 1993 | Silk 2021

Tosin Oguntayo
Call 2001

Mediator rates

Jacqueline Marks
Call 1984

Georgina Rushworth
Call 2007

Sarah Branson

Call 2001

At Coram we are proud of our associations and alliances with other
leading organisations in the field of Family Law. Jaqueline Marks is

one of the founding partners of The Mediation Space which is a

renowned psychotherapeutic-based mediation service.

Michael Horton KC
Jacqueline Marks
Sarah Branson

Tosin Oguntayo
Georgina Rushworth
Matthew Richardson

£700 + VAT
£700 + VAT
£325 + VAT
£325 + VAT
£325 + VAT
£325 + VAT

£700 + VAT
£700 + VAT
£325 + VAT
£325 + VAT
£325 + VAT
£325 + VAT

£7,000 + VAT
£4,000 + VAT
£3,250 + VAT
£3,250 + VAT
£3,250 + VAT
£3,250 + VAT

If you have any queries, or for any further information, please do not hesitate to contact our
Senior Clerk, Sean Gentleman, or one of our Senior Practice Managers, Harry Butcher or Joe Bernard,

who would be happy to discuss matters with you.
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facilities

In our larger rooms we can adapt and set up the space in either
boardroom or court room style.

Our rooms are spread across two floors, each with a well-equipped
kitchen, and our ground floor has two breakout booths.

Conference rooms 1and 2 are our larger rooms, with a partition
wall that can be moved to create either one large space or two
separate rooms.

The image above shows what it looks like with the partition
wall open and the rooms combined. You can see images of the
separate rooms to the right.

Each table in the rooms can seat 12 people.

The maximum combined capacity of the rooms is 55 people.
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Room 3
This room seats 12 people.
T e

Room 4
This room seats 4-6 people.

Room 6

Seats 8-10 people and provides access to a small garden area.

Waiting room and breakout areas
Our facilities also include a waiting room, breakout booths,

and a kitchen area with tea- and coffee-making facilities.

Room5
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